
 
 

To all Member Clubs of West Lothian Bowling Association (WLBA), West Lothian Ladies 

Bowling Association (WLLBA) & West Lothian Young Bowlers Association (WLYBA) 

 

Unification-The Future of Bowls Administration in the County of West Lothian 

In the middle of 2018 the three existing associations in West Lothian i.e. WLBA, WLLBA & 

WYLBA, positively supported the proposal to form a Unification Steering Committee 

consisting of two representatives from each of these association appointed by those 

associations. It was agreed that I would act as Chairman of the Unification Steering 

Committee to facilitate and guide regular meetings of this Committee. The individuals 

appointed by each of the associations to serve on the Unification Steering Committee were 

as follows: 

WLBA-Ken Lawrie & Keith Mitchell 

WLLBA-Anne Bremner & Lorna Smith 

WLYBA-John Collins and Graeme Turner  

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of all male & female bowlers of all ages in 

West Lothian, to thank all the members of the Unification Steering Committee for all their 

commitment and efforts since the formation of the Committee. As Chairman of the 

Committee, I commend them all for the professional, open and frank manner in which they 

approached their task to consider the issues and demands faced by all bowls governing 

bodies and member clubs and players of both genders and all ages and abilities in the 

modern world. 

All member clubs of WLBA, WLLBA & WLYBA have now been furnished with all the relevant 

documentation to support the proposal to unify the three existing bodies so that the revised 

West Lothian Bowling Association will formally launch operations with effect from 1 January 

2020. This documentation has involved many hours of careful and honest consideration. 

Special/Extraordinary General Meetings of WLBA, WLLBA & WLYBA are now being 

convened, as required, for member clubs to vote on the proposal to establish the unified 

West Lothian Bowling Association with effect from 1 January 2020 and adopt the new 

Constitution of the unified West Lothian Bowling Association. These Special/Extraordinary 

meetings will take place on the following dates: 

WLYBA-Sunday 29 September 

WLBA-Monday 30 September 

WLLBA-Tuesday 1 October 



Details of the venue and time of these meetings are enclosed together with all relevant 

documentation and a form to complete and return to provide details of your club’s 

appointed delegates attending the meeting plus a voting form. 

In the case of WLLBA & WLYBA the resolution includes the requirement to dissolve these 

two existing bodies on 31 December 2019 and transfer any assets held at that time to the 

new unified West Lothian Bowling Association. 

It is further recommended that the Steering Committee should be empowered to act as a 

‘Transitional Management Committee’  on behalf of the new unified West Lothian Bowling 

Association for the relatively short period leading up to the first AGM of the new unified 

WLBA to be held on Friday 28th February 2020. It is considered that this makes perfect sense 

as that ‘Transitional Management Committee’ ensures that it consist of individuals from 

each of the existing county bodies. 

During that transitional period leading up to the first AGM of the new association on 28th 

February 2020, the duties of the ‘Transitional Management Committee’ will include 

overseeing the smooth transfer of any assets held on 31 December 2019 by WLLBA & 

WLYBA to the new association and calling for formal nominations from member clubs for 

the  new Management Committee positions as detailed in the unified West Lothian Bowling 

Association Constitution. 

I trust that you all appreciate the time and effort that has gone into reaching this very 

positive point in history for the future governance of our great sport in West Lothian and 

look forward to receiving your positive support. 

 

Gary Smith 

Chairman 

Unification Steering Committee 

 

 


