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UNRATIFIED. TO BE RATIFIED AT NEXT AGM ON 24
th

 FEB. 2017 

 

WEST LOTHIAN BOWLING ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF 134
th

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

 

HELD ON 26
th

 FEBRUARY 2016 AT WHITBURN BOWLING CLUB 

 

1. PRESENT:   

 

PRESIDENT     D Paterson (Newbridge)                            

VICE PRESIDENT            J Weir (Whitburn)    

TREASURER    I Brown (Middleton Hall)   

SECRETARY     D Doyle (East Calder) 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENOR   G Smith (Linlithgow) 

 BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SECRETARY Frazer Muirhead (Uphall) 

  

APOLOGIES: Denis Cavanagh-Immediate Past President   Spring Grove. 

Non attending clubs were Bo’ness, Bridgeness, Harthill, Letham and Stoneyburn.  

 

Representatives attended from 29 Clubs.  The president opened the meeting with a warm welcome to all delegates and 

asked all present to observe a minute’s silence in memory of all members who had passed away in the past year. 

 

2. MINUTES OF 133rd (2015) AGM  

 

The Minutes of the previous AGM (re-issued to Clubs on 1
st
 February 2016) were taken as read. The Minutes were 

approved on the motion of D Smith (Philpstoun), seconded by R Clover (Kinneil). Secretary reported that there were 

two “Matters Arising”. He had Para 14 twice in error and he had omitted David McCormick from the list of bowlers 

who had won Champion of Champions twice. 

 

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 

A copy of the Accounts for 2015 had been issued with the AGM Agenda. Treasurer provided details behind the various 

items of income and expenditure. The Treasurer stated that the balance at the end of year 2015 of £17,073 confirmed 

that the Association is still in a strong financial position. Ian clarified a question from Jim Gibson (Armadale) re 

honorariums. The Accounts were proposed by D Smith (Philpstoun), seconded by G Clelland (Bellsburn) 

 

4. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

1. The Secretary provided a report of the workings of the 2015   season. The following points were covered:- 

2. He congratulated all the green keepers and club members who helped work on their greens throughout the 

year.  This ensured that all competitions proceeded on schedule. He also thanked the tournament convenors 

and umpires for their hard work throughout the season. Their assistance is greatly appreciated by the 

management committee.  A special mention was made of Ian Brown who convened the Fred Meikle 

tournament as well as his service on the management committee as Treasurer. He also thanked Gordon Logan 

who was convenor for the County Ties. 

 

3. He gave special thanks to Mark Wilson and Stewart Meikle for all the invaluable assistance they freely gave 

him during the season. He also thanked Jim Gibson who was responsible for updating the WLBA Website in 

2015.  He gives Jim lots of information and Jim works hard to keep the website updated. 

4. He advised that Jimmy Mallon, our Hamilton Trophy and under 25s Manager had retired and he thanked 

Jimmy for his excellent record whilst in post. The Management Committee have appointed Gordon Logan to 

the post and have every confidence that Gordon will carry on the good work and will strive very hard to make 

WLBA winners.                                            

 

5. Matt Purdie He was pleased to announce that we have moved from having a convenor for our tournament to 

appointing a Team Manager on the lines of our AHT and Under 25s team. Willie Walker (Oakbank) was 

chosen for the post and it is hoped that the experience of being convenor last year will help Willie to make a 

success of the position. He congratulated all county winners in 2015. 

 

6. The Top Ten Final was played at Queensferry BC between Bathgate BC and Newbridge BC with 

Newbridge running out winners by 6 – 2.  
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7. The Top Five final was held at Broxburn BC between Bathgate BC and Kirkliston BC The Final itself 
was a very close fought game which Kirkliston BC won by 3 - 2 

8. The Rosebery Cup Final was held at Newbridge and was Linlithgow BC versus Newbridge BC with 

Linlithgow BC winning 81 – 72 and that was a very special way to celebrate their 150
th
 Anniversary. 

 

9. MASTERS. The venue for the final was Oakbank BC and the bowlers produced some magnificent 
bowling as you would expect from the best eight bowlers in the County. John Aitken, Kirkliston BC, 
won the SCOTMID MASTERS 2015. He triumphed over Ryan Miller, Buchan Park BC in the final. 
This was the fourth time that John has won the title and he now equals Grant Logan, yet another 
member of Kirkliston BC.  Congratulations to John and commiserations to Ryan, who is still a young 
man and no doubt will have many more attempts. Thank you to the spectators who turned out in 
such good numbers. Our sponsor, Eddie Thorn, Director of SCOTMID, was most impressed with the 
interest shown and the standard of bowling. Let us hope that he was impressed enough to continue 
their very generous sponsorship. (However, see Sponsorship Convenor’s Report)  

 
10. The WL Trophy was played at Whitburn on Sunday 30

th
 August and everything went very smoothly 

which was a credit to the Whitburn officials and members. The results were Harrysmuir in first place, 
second were Kirkliston, third place went to Middleton Hall and Armadale were fourth. He advised 
that this competition proves very frustrating to him every year with clubs coming up with various 
reasons as to why their club cannot get four bowlers to make up an entry. There are no sponsors for 
this tournament so WLBA put up the prize money and the host club provided the buffet free of 
charge. One easy answer would be to simply scrap the competition. However, he would always 
argue against that because this is a chance for the average club bowler to play in a competition. In 
some cases it is their only chance. Our website carried a photograph of the Harrysmuir winning rink 
and you can see the smiles on their faces. The victory was obviously very important to them. He 
asked all clubs to do their best to provide an entry and make sure we retain this competition.  

 
11. WESLO seniors singles finished off our outdoor bowling season. There were 96 entries, 5 down on 

last year and the semi-finals and final are always played at Glenmavis BC because our sponsors 
have an office nearby. Losing semi-finalists were Gordon Scott Armadale and John Collins 
Middleton Hall. The final was between two Ratho bowlers, Stuart Smith and Norrie Alexander with 
Stuart taking the first prize after a well contested game. John Weir, our Vice President, helped 
Margaret Walker from WESLO to make the presentation. Margaret advised Secretary at the end that 
WESLO will continue their sponsorship for next year which is very welcome news. Secretary advised 
that our Sponsorship Convenor, Gary Smith, works very hard to get sponsors and just as hard to 
keep them. It is getting more and more difficult each passing year and that is one of the reasons he 
advised all clubs of all finals and their venues. Should a sponsor attend a final to present the prizes 
and be faced with a large enthusiastic crowd that helps tremendously towards keeping that sponsor 
happy. The larger the entry the better and it demonstrates to the Management Committee that their 
efforts to organise these competitions are being appreciated. Members can also be sponsors if they 
wish, one example would be our White Knights who each sponsor £100 per year. 

 
12. The Champion of Champions was held at Linlithgow BC in what was their 150

th
 Anniversary. We 

had an entry of 30 Champions, 3 more than the year before, but one entry withdrew after the draw 
had been made. There was no need to play on the Friday night so we went straight into the Saturday 
morning. Linlithgow BC arranged to have extra markers on hand so he was able to get the next 
rounds on early providing he had spare rinks and both bowlers were present. Everything went along 
smoothly on the Saturday. Neil Speirs beat Bryan Cooper to win the Champion of Champions for the 
second time. Kirkliston have won this honour six times before, John Aitken twice, Grant Logan twice 
and once each by Eric Logan and now Neil Speirs. No other club has won as many. Bo’ness have 
four victories, all won by Ewan Shearer. The Champion of Champions in 2016 will be held at East 
Calder BC, the successful sponsors and will be held later than usual, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
9

th
, 10

th
 and 11

th
 of September due to BS and their Super Series. Management Committee firmly 

believe that WLBA have bowlers who could well be Club Champions and finalists in the Super 
Series. I would sincerely ask all our Match Secretaries to ensure that their Club championship has 
been won before the deadline for names. The absolute ideal situation would be if we had 35 Club 
Champions going into the draw. In closing he personally thanked all the members of the 
management committee for supporting him and giving up their time throughout the year; not just 
during the bowling season but through the winter as well. He also apologised if he has missed 
anyone. 
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5.  APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY PRESIDENTS 

 

Lord Rosebery, Tam Dalyell and J M Sneddon (Deans) were all unanimously re-elected. J Gibson Armadale, proposed 

that Stewart Meikle be elected as an honorary President and this was seconded by A Gray Kirkliston. J Weir Whitburn 

proposed that Mark Wilson be elected as an honorary President and this was seconded by D Doyle East Calder. Both 

were duly elected and expressed their thanks for being so honoured. 

 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICIALS 

 

PRESIDENT: Outgoing President Drew Paterson (Newbridge) thanked all Clubs for the way he had been received 

during his travels through the “County” during his year in office. He also thanked Management Committee members 

for their help in assisting him throughout the year and he went on to congratulate all Tournament winners in the year as 

well as those players who had made it to international level. President nominated John Weir (Whitburn), as the new 

President for year 2016; this was seconded by N Kerr (Whitburn) and carried unanimously. The outgoing President 

wished the new President all the best for the coming season and presented him with his badge of office. In accepting the 

Presidency (and from this point the chairmanship of the meeting as President) John stated that it was a great honour and 

pleasure both personally and for his club to be given this post and he promised to do his utmost to keep West Lothian at 

the forefront of bowling in Scotland.   John also went on to thank Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) for his three 

years of service to the Management Committee     

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Drew Paterson (Newbridge) was unanimously elected to this post after being 

proposed by the New President and seconded by N Kerr (Whitburn) following his year in office as the President of 

the Association. The President, in presenting Drew with his badge of office, thanked him for his hard work and 

contribution as President in 2015.  

 

VICE-PRESIDENT: On rotation it fell to Spring Grove to supply the Vice President.  Unfortunately they were 

unable to nominate a Vice President and then it became the turn of Bankton Mains who were also unable to nominate 

as indeed were West Calder. President nominated as the new Vice President Joe McClelland Harrysmuir seconded 

by J Paterson (Harrysmuir) this was unanimously approved. President presented Joe with his badge of office. Joe was 

delighted to accept this post stating that it was a great honour both for himself and his club and he thanked the members 

for entrusting him with this office. At this point a question was asked why so many clubs were unable to nominate a 

Vice President. The delegate from West Calder, Tom Sutherland, advised the meeting that he was newly elected as 

President and had been looking forward to becoming President in 2018 as per the rota from last year. It was the 

unanimous feeling of the meeting that West Calder should not have to wait 35 years for another chance of becoming 

President because their turn arrived too early and it was agreed to slot West Calder in for Vice President in 2018.            

President informed delegates that the next 5 Clubs now due to take the Vice-Presidency on rotation were:  East Calder 

2017, West Calder (2018) Linlithgow (2019) Middleton Hall (2020) and Deans (2021) It was hoped that this 

information, which will be updated at all future AGMs, will help Clubs prepare well for the tasks of the posts of Vice-

President and, subsequently, President.   

 

SECRETARY: Davy Doyle (East Calder) proposed by Rab Clover (Kinneil) and this was seconded by Stan 

Lumsden (Ratho). This was carried unanimously. 

 

TREASURER: Frazer Muirhead (Uphall Station) was proposed by John Weir (Whitburn), and seconded by Joe 

McClelland (Harrysmuir) and was carried unanimously. 

 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENER: Gary Smith (Linlithgow) was proposed by Jim Cameron (Broxburn) and seconded 

by Rab Clover (Kinneil) and was carried unanimously. 

 

7. AUDITORS 
 

President John Weir reminded the members that Frazer Muirhead had only just been elected as Treasurer and he 

proposed that Frazer meets with the rest of the Management Committee to discuss the position of Auditors and we 

would come to a decision and Secretary would then make this known to all clubs. This was carried unanimously.  

 

8. EXPENSES 

 

The Management Committee’s recommendation that expenses to Secretary, Treasurer and Sponsorship Convener 

should remain at £500 (Secretary), £250 (Treasurer) and £250 (Sponsorship Convener) had been communicated to 

Clubs with the AGM agenda. The Management Committee’s recommendation was unanimously approved on the 

proposal of D Smith (Philpstoun), seconded by N Kerr (Whitburn) 
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9. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

The Management Committee’s recommendation was to raise the Capitation Fee from 40p to 50p per member and 

leaving no change in the rest:-  Basic fee-£110; Livingston Trophy fee-£5; Capitation fee-40p to 50p per member; John 

Dickson-£5; Seniors’ Top Ten-£10; and, Masters Programme Levy-£15. This was proposed by John Weir (Whitburn) 

and seconded by Davy Doyle (East Calder).  There was an amendment proposed by J Gibson (Armadale) and 

seconded by D Smith (Philpstoun) to leave the capitation fee at 40p and to raise the Basic Fee by £10 to £120. The 

proposal received 5 votes and the amendment received the vast bulk of the votes, The amendment was therefore carried. 

 

10. SPONSORSHIP  

 

Gary Smith advised the meeting that there was good news and bad news. 

Firstly, the bad news was that Scotmid had only three days prior to this AGM advised him that they were withdrawing 

from sponsoring the Masters. It was particularly disappointing that this decision had come only two months prior to the 

start of the 2016 season and that the reason for withdrawing stated by Scotmid was because they were now seeking a 

similar women’s or mixed event to sponsor. However, Scotmid had been thanked for their years of generous and much 

appreciated support of the Masters. On the positive side, Gary reported that he had already received positive support 

from a few parties who were content to contribute to sponsorship of the Masters and be joint sponsors with others. 

Gary emphasised that the sponsorship income figure contributes a substantial percentage of the overall income figure 

detailed in the income and expenditure account. 

Gary thanked all continuing sponsors, which he duly listed as follows:- 

Jack High Insurance-County Singles, Triples & Meikle  

Mark Feeney (Glenmavis B.C.)-County Pairs 

Kirkliston B.C.-County Fours 

Linlithgow B.C.-2015 Champion of Champions & East Calder B.C. 2016 Champion of Champions 

WESLO Housing Management-Senior Singles 

Armadale B.C., Bankton Mains B.C., Broxburn B.C., Middleton Hall B.C., Queensferry B.C. & Uphall Station B.C.-

Top 5 

He also thanked the remaining White Knights for their continued support and expressed the hope that more individuals 

would express interest in becoming a White Knight as we had lost a number of White Knights over the last couple of 

years. Gary highlighted that in recent years the Management Committee had directed the contributions from the White 

Knights to the County Top Ten. 

 

Gary also encouraged all attending delegates to furnish him with details of any parties they considered may be 

interested in sponsoring the county.  

 

The attending delegates warmly applauded Gary for all his continuing efforts on behalf of the W.L.B.A. 

 

11. BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SERCRETARY REPORT 

 

Bowls Scotland’s West Lothian (District 13) Secretary Frazer Muirhead (Uphall Station) addressed the AGM and 

covered the following points:- 

 First year in and very much enjoying it 

 Thanks to all club and Match Secretaries for the help they have given him  last year 

 Congratulations  to the following for their International honours 

Neil Speirs, Thomas Mann, Ewan Shearer and Grant Logan – Internationalist 

James Aitken – Junior Internationalist 

 Further congratulations to Neil Speirs and Thomas Mann for being part of the latest Elite squad. 

 George Sneddon for his involvement as the International and Domestic support to John Price (High 

performance coach) 

 There is a new draw template from Bowls Scotland – he asked clubs if they are happy with the old format or 

did they want to change to new one. 
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 He asked if there are any club anniversaries for 2016 as Linlithgow had a 150th last year and no gift was given. 

Earlier notice would help Bowls Scotland send something out. 

 Can clubs make sure that all capitation fees are sent in asap to allow the draw to be made earlier than last 

year. 

 Last year’s report from Gordon Logan was right, it is going to be a bumpy road ahead for Bowls Scotland. 

Nothing much has changed over the years with District Secretaries not being kept up to date with what is 

happening. 

 SUPER SERIES –  

1. Changed from 8 seeds last year to 2 seeds this year (Last year’s Scottish Champion and Super Series 

champion) 

2. Last year BS lost £20,000.00 on the Super Series but have 2 sponsors this year - Johnston Oils and 

another as yet unnamed.  

3. Full review will be taken after this year’s Super Series. 

 HAMILTON TROPHY 

This will be run the same as last year with the District Secretary being present in his usual capacity. 

 BS has an extensive website but if there are any question, do not hesitate to call or email Frazer. 

 In conclusion he wished President John, all clubs and new Team Manager Gordon Logan best wishes for 2016 

 

12. INTER ASSOCIATION TOP 10 

 

Gary Cleland, WLBA Representative on the Inter Association Top 10 Committee,  reported that Bellsburn, his own 

club, won all the way through to the last day at Eddlewood where they lost very narrowly in the semi-final but won the 

play offs to finish in third place. Newbridge will be the WLBA representative this year and they have a home tie against 

Stranraer on Sunday 15
th
 May and he wished them well. 

 

13. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MOTIONS 

 

There were none.  

 

 

14. MOTIONS FROM MEMBER CLUBS 

 

There were none.  

 

 

 

15. ASSOCIATION BOWLING CALENDAR 2016 

 

Proposed bowling calendar for 2016 had been issued with the agenda for the meeting.  Secretary advised that two Matt 

Purdie dates had been changed since he issued the calendar and he printed five copies per club and will re-send the 

calendar. This was passed unanimously, 

     

16. A.O.B 
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It was proposed that rinks for the Top Ten should be drawn and both clubs to be present at the draw. Secretary agreed to 

incorporate this into the draw sheet when he issues it. 

Livingstone Trophy rules were discussed and there were various interpretations of how the trial end should be marked 

on the card. The decision was taken to have two trial ends and these would NOT be marked on the card. In the event of 

a tie overall on points the winners would be the club with the highest shots difference. If still tied the highest shots 

scored would count and, if still tied, the club who won most ends. Clubs must keep their cards for one week in case of 

any queries. 

 

17. NEXT MEETING 

 

The 2017 AGM will be held on Friday 24
th
 February at 7pm in Harrysmuir BC. 

 

18. VOTE OF THANKS 

 

In closing the meeting the Vice President thanked Clubs’ delegates for attending the AGM and wished all Clubs good 

luck for the 2016 season and a safe journey home. 

He also thanked Whitburn BC for hosting the AGM. 

 

Davy Doyle 

5
th
 March 2016 

 

 


