
UNRATIFIED. TO BE RATIFIED AT NEXT AGM ON 26
th
 FEB. 2016 

 

WEST LOTHIAN BOWLING ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF 133
rd
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

 

HELD ON 27
th
 FEBRUARY 2015 AT NEWBRIDGE BOWLING CLUB 

 

1. PRESENT:  
 

PRESIDENT D Cavanagh (Uphall Station) 

VICE PRESIDENT D Paterson  (Newbridge)         

    

TREASURER I Brown (Middletonhall) 

  

SECRETARY D Doyle (East Calder) 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT A Brown (Queensferry) 

BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SECRETARY Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) 

    

 

APOLOGIES: Harthill; Blackburn. 

 

Representatives attended from 29 Clubs.  The president opened the meeting with a 

warm welcome to all delegates and asked all present to observe a minute’s silence in 

memory of all members who had passed away in the past year. 

 

2. MINUTES OF 132
nd
 (2014) AGM 

 

The Minutes of the previous AGM (re-issued to Clubs on 27
th
 January 2015) were 

taken as read. The Minutes were approved on the motion of J McClelland 

(Harrysmuir), seconded by R Clover (Kinneil). Secretary reported that there were no 

“Matters Arising”. 

 

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

 

A copy of the Accounts for 2014 had been issued with the AGM Agenda. Treasurer 

provided details behind the various items of income and expenditure. The Treasurer 

stated that the balance at the end of year 2014 of £18,196 confirmed that the 

Association is still in a strong financial position. The Accounts were approved on the 

motion of B Mutter (Spring Grove), seconded by D Smith (Philpstoun). 

 

4. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

The Secretary provided a report of the workings of the 2014 season. The following 

points were covered:- 

 



a. He congratulated all the green keeper’s and club members who helped 

work on their greens throughout the year.  This insured that all 

competitions proceeded on schedule. 
 

b. He also thanked the tournament convenors and umpires for their hard 

work throughout the season. Their assistance is greatly appreciated by 

the management committee.   

c. A special mention was made of Ian Brown and Gary Smith who 

convened tournaments as well as their service on the management 

committee. 

d. He gave special thanks to Archie Purves, Mark Wilson and Stewart 

Meikle for all the invaluable assistance they freely gave him during the 

season. He again mentioned that he had written to all clubs advising 

them that Gary Cleland has resigned as Master’s convenor. As yet there 

has been no response. This is much too important a tournament to lose 

and it was hoped that someone would come forward to be the convenor 

for this very prestigious competition. Without convenors for 

competitions they will not be run.   

e. He also thanked Jim Gibson who was responsible for updating the 

WLBA Website in 2014.  Confirming that the information placed on the 

website was only as good as the information sent to Jim.  He also 

advised the meeting that Jim keeps calendar and contact details pages on 

our website. These contact details are liable to change as clubs have their 

own AGMs. Check the website to keep up to date as Davy advises Jim 

of all changes. 

f. Warm congratulations were passed to Jimmy Mallon in his third year as 

Team Manager.  Last year he managed to take the Hamilton Trophy 

team to the Semi Finals for a second time and this year he was even 

more successful and took us all the way to Carrick Knowe and the final 

where we lost by 11 shots after a magnificent effort. Congratulations 

also to all the players and selectors. Our eyes must surely be fixed on the 

number one spot in what could well be the last Andrew Hamilton in its 

present format. 

g. He was pleased to announce that we have a convenor for our Matt 

Purdie tournament, Willie Walker (Oakbank) and three selectors, Jim 

Clark, Tam Hill and Joe McClelland.  

h. He congratulated all county winners in 2014. 

i. The Top 10 final was a contest between Bellsburn and Kirkliston held at 

Glenmavis. Bellsburn triumphed 6 -  2 to take this special trophy for the 

first time and, of course, they will represent the County in the Inter 

Counties Top Ten next year. This will be especially momentous for Gary 

Cleland, member of Bellsburn and he will also be President of the Inter 

Counties Top Ten. I am sure we all wish Bellsburn every success in this. 

j. The Top 5 final was a contest between Linlithgow and Newbridge 

played at Middletonhall. Linlithgow won by the narrowest of margins 3 

– 2. 



k. The Rosebery Cup was played at Uphall Station between Buchan Park 

and Kirkliston with Kirkliston winning by 2 shots. This was their 23
rd
 

success, they are just behind Whitburn with 27 triumphs. 

l. Masters Finals day was held at Harrysmuir BC and a large crowd 

enjoyed lots of excellent bowls. Brian Craig of Deans BC beat Gary 

Smith, Linlithgow BC in the final. Gary has an excellent master’s record 

having won it previously and now three times a finalist. Brian played 

really well throughout the day and he demonstrated the standard of 

bowling which he employed on Friday night to beat No 1 seed and 

holder Grant Logan of Kirkliston BC. Brian actually defeated 3 former 

Masters as during the week’s play he also accounted for Peter Lynch of 

Glenmavis BC. John Aitken was inducted to our Hall of Fame and 

Stewart Meikle delivered his usual first class speech. I think he surprised 

John at times but John replied in kind and gave as good as he got. 

Honours even. 

m. The Seniors John Dickson Trophy was won by Pumpherston BC with 

Blackburn BC runners up. The games were played at Oakbank BC. Each 

Area have turns at hosting the seniors finals. 

n. The West Lothian Trophy, played at Newbridge BC, was won by 

Glenmavis BC, Seafield BC were Runners up with Buchan Park BC and 

Harrysmuir BC third equal.  

o. WESLO senior singles was won by Gordon Logan, Kirkliston BC, who 

beat Ron Erskine Winchburgh BC 21 – 19 in a very memorable final. 

WESLO C E O, Mike Bruce, was so impressed that he advised me right 

there and then that WESLO would continue to sponsor the event. The 

WESLO final between Gordon Logan and Ron Erskine was the perfect 

example of how it is possible to serve the County AND be a good 

bowler. 

p. There were 27 entries in our Champion of Champions competition 

although one withdrew after the draw had been made. When you 

consider that we have 35 clubs in our association that means that about a 

quarter of clubs were not represented. Granted the competition was very 

late due to the Commonwealth Games but it was a poor response from 

some clubs. The date is known well enough in advance. Oakbank BC 

was the venue and the weather was perfect on both Saturday and 

Sunday. The standard of bowling was first class and Grant Logan, 

Kirkliston BC ran out the eventual winner defeating David Thomson, 

Blackburn BC in the final. This was the second year in a row that 

Blackburn were losing finalists. Grant last won this competition 21 years 

ago. The Champion of Champions competition has been running for 38 

years now and 15 clubs have never won it yet. Best Club record is 

Kirkliston who have won it 5 times. Grant Logan twice, John Aitken 

twice and once it was won by Eric Logan. Next best club record belongs 

to, Bo’ness who have won it 4 times but they have only ever had one 

winner, Ewan Shearer, who is the best individual winner. Ron Erskine, 

Winchburgh BC, has won it 3 times and this year he was runner up in 

the WESLO so he is still a good bowler. Ron is also a past Treasurer of 



course. Peter Ball, Blackburn BC, joins Grant Logan, David McCormick 

and John Aitken as being two times winners. 

q. Senior Top Ten semi-finals were next. Pumpherston BC lost to Watson 

Memorial BC at West Calder BC and Bankton Mains BC defeated 

Kinneil BC at Glenmavis BC. 

r. Watson Memorial BC went on to beat Bankton Mains BC at Bellsburn 

BC in a hard fought final. It was always going to be a new name on the 

trophy as neither club had won it before 

 

In closing he personally thanked all the members of the management 

committee for supporting him and giving up their time throughout the year; not 

just during the bowling season but through the winter as well. He also 

apologised if he has missed anyone. 

 

 

5.  APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY PRESIDENTS 

 

Lord Rosebery, Tam Dalyell and J M Sneddon (Deans) were all unanimously re-

elected. There were no new nominations. 

 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICIALS 

 

PRESIDENT: Outgoing President Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) thanked all 

Clubs for the way he had been received during his travels through the “County” 

during his year in office. He also thanked Management Committee members for their 

help in assisting him throughout the year and he went on to congratulate all 

Tournament winners in the year as well as those players who had made it to 

international level. President Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) nominated Drew 

Paterson (Newbridge) as the new President for year 2015; this was seconded by 

Archie Purves (Buchan Park) and carried unanimously. The outgoing President 

wished the new President all the best for the coming season and presented him with 

his badges of office. In accepting the Presidency (and from this point the 

chairmanship of the meeting as President) Drew stated that it was a great honour and 

pleasure both personally and for his club to be given this post and he promised to do 

his utmost to keep West Lothian at the forefront of bowling in Scotland.        

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) was 

unanimously elected to this post after being proposed by the New President and 

seconded by Davy Doyle (East Calder) following his year in office as the President 

of the Association. The President, in presenting Dennis with his badge of office, 

thanked him for his hard work and contribution as President in 2014.  

 

VICE-PRESIDENT: On rotation it fell to Whitburn to supply the Vice President.  

President nominated as the new Vice President John Weir (Whitburn), seconded by 

John McLean (Whitburn) this was unanimously approved. President presented 

John with his badge of office. John was delighted to accept this post stating that it 

was a great honour both for himself and his club and he thanked Whitburn for 



entrusting him with this office. President informed delegates that the next 5 Clubs 

now due to take the Vice-Presidency on rotation were:  Spring Grove (2016); 

Bankton Mains (2017); West Calder (2018), Harrysmuir (2019) and East Calder 

(2020). It was hoped that this information, which will be updated at all future AGMs, 

will help Clubs prepare well for the tasks of the posts of Vice-President and, 

subsequently, President.   

 

SECRETARY: Davy Doyle (East Calder) proposed by Drew Paterson and this 

was seconded by John Weir (Whitburn). This was carried unanimously. 

 

TREASURER: Ian Brown (Middletonhall) was proposed by Dennis Cavanagh 

(Uphall Station) and seconded by Davy Doyle (East Calder).  This was carried 

unanimously. 

 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENER: Gary Smith (Linlithgow) was proposed by Ian 

Brown (Middletonhall) and seconded by Davy Doyle (East Calder).  This was 

carried unanimously. 

 

7. AUDITORS 
 

 “The A9 Partnership Limited” was proposed by Drew Paterson (Newbridge) and 

seconded by Ian Brown (Middletonhall) that they be re-elected as Association 

Auditors. This was carried unanimously.  

 

8. EXPENSES 

 

The Management Committee’s recommendation that expenses to Secretary, 

Treasurer and Sponsorship Convener should remain at £500 (Secretary), £250 

(Treasurer) and £250 (Sponsorship Convener) had been communicated to Clubs with 

the AGM agenda. The Management Committee’s recommendation was unanimously 

approved on the proposal of Drew Paterson (Newbridge) and seconded by Ian 

Brown (Middletonhall). 

 

9. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

The Management Committee’s recommendation of no change :-  Basic fee-£110; 

Livingston Trophy fee-£5; Capitation fee-40p a member; John Dickson-£5; Seniors’ 

Top Ten-£10; and, Masters Programme Levy-£15 was proposed by Drew Paterson 

(Newbridge) and seconded by Ian Brown (Middletonhall).  There followed a 

discussion with several points of view. 

It was proposed to add the competition fees to the basic fee and thereby make it one 

single payment. 

It was further suggested that we look towards raising the capitation fee as opposed to 

increasing the Basic fee, the argument being that this would suit clubs with fewer 

members. No agreement could be reached and it was left to the management 

committee to look at all aspects of this. 

The status quo was proposed and that was carried by a majority. 

 



 10. SPONSORSHIP  

 

• Gary Smith made the following statement on sponsorship for the 2014 season:- 

 

• He confirmed that the total sponsorship money taken in 2014 was £5980. 

• Sponsorship was received from the following: 

 

• Scotmid have agreed to sponsor the Masters for an additional year to the value 

of £2500 cash and programmes.  This will be their 4
th
 year which is excellent 

news considering the original sponsorship was only for 2 years. 

 

• He confirmed that Fred Winter would continue to sponsor the County Singles 

and the Fred Meikle Trophy. 

 

• He confirmed that Linlithgow Bowling Club were to sponsor the Champion of 

Champions competition to the value of £500 for the 2015 season. 

 

• Gary thanked the White Knights for their sponsorship in 2014 (£700) and 

advised that one White Knight would not be able to continue in 2015 for health 

reasons.  He also invited anyone to join the White Knights in sponsoring the 

county.  He asked that anyone so minded should contact him direct or any 

member of the management committee.  

 

• Gary informed the members that although Ratho B C could no longer afford to 

sponsor the county as a member of the BARBQ clubs that Uphall Station and 

Middletonhall have agreed to pick up the gauntlet. 

 

• Gary reminded all members that the county would still require sponsorship for 

a number of competitions and that if anyone was so minded they could contact 

him direct or any member of the management committee. 

 

• He closed by thanking all clubs and members who helped in hosting all county 

competitions in 2014. 



 



11. BOWLS SCOTLAND REPORT 

 

Bowls Scotland’s West Lothian (District 14) Secretary Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) 

addressed the AGM and covered the following points:- 

 

• Gordon began by thanking the clubs for their support for the past 13 years with 

a special thanks to Watson Memorial for their card and good wishes. 

• Congratulations were extended to Tommy Mann, Calum Logan, Ewan Shearer, 

Steven Forrest and Grant Logan on their international selection for the British 

Isles International series at Leamington Spa. They performed brilliantly and 

played a major part in the team’s successful series. Especially with Grant 

Logan being Team Captain and Gordon as Team Manager. A fantastic result. 

• To Calum being selected for the Junior Internationals and also being the 

Captain for the Juniors Team. Unfortunately they did not perform as well as 

was hoped for in Belfast. 

• As we all knew Neil Speirs did not compete at Leamington Spa due to his 

Commonwealth Games participation in Glasgow and what a fantastic games it 

was for the Scottish Team winning gold medals in every discipline with Neil 

being a member of the successful fours team, a truly memorable games. 

• In conclusion can I express my deep concern for the game here in Scotland. I 

think Bowls Scotland are not taking the games forward as I had hoped. Lack of 

consultation and communication between members clubs and associations with 

Bowls Scotland.  

• This leads me to think that we are heading for a bumpy road ahead. 

• The Hamilton Trophy and the new Super Series highlight to me that 

consultation regarding new formats for these competitions must be discussed 

with member associations. 

• Gordon then introduced Frazer Muirhead who will be our new District 

Secretary and hoped that he would get as much satisfaction as Gordon has had. 

Frazer said a few words to the WLBA. 

• Gordon then wished all the best to President Drew for his year as president of 

the WLBA. And to all the member clubs and hoped that they would have a 

successful season. 
 

BOWLS SCOTLAND MATTERS 

• Following the report from Gordon Logan (retiring BS District Secretary) Gary 

Smith was invited to provide the members present with a verbal report on the 

Bowls Scotland meeting of Cities and Counties representatives held in early 

February 2015 in Stirling to discuss proposed changes in the format of the 

Andrew Hamilton Trophy (AHT), the introduction of a new Super Series 

Singles and Pairs event and Ranking System. 

• GS advised that 16 out of 26 Cities and Counties had been represented at the 

meeting and that the general feeling of those present at the meeting was one of 

very serious concern at the proposed changes, the lack of proper consultation 

with the BS membership, the lack of notice for the introduction of the Super 

Series in 2015 and the known and potential adverse effect on domestic diaries 

of events being held in August and September 2015 and serious anomalies in 



the proposed Ranking List and methodology surrounding future international 

selection criteria. The proposed changes to AHT were also considered to be 

detrimental as they would reduce the number of games in the event for many 

cities and counties and thus decrease competitive opportunities not only for 

current AHT standard players but for the development of up and coming and 

junior players. 

• Those present at the meeting in Stirling were left with no confidence that any 

of the serious concerns expressed would result in any re-think and/or 

amendment by Bowls Scotland and there had certainly been no evidence to this 

affect by the time of this A.G.M. i.e. it was going to be the Bowls Scotland 

way or the high way is the current perception! 

• Subsequent to this meeting in Stirling in early February, W.L.B.A. had earlier 

in the week received a letter from Ayrshire County inviting two representatives 

from each City and County association to attend a further meeting on 22 March 

2015 in Kilmarnock to discuss all the serious concerns and to pose very serious 

questions such as to whether counties would continue to enter the AHT run by 

Bowls Scotland if the proposed changes were to go ahead and if not would 

there be support for AHT being run by the Cities and Counties themselves. The 

meeting will also consider the other areas of concern regarding the Super 

Series and Ranking List as well as further questions regarding the actual 

overall Bowls Scotland stance on a number of matters. 

• After a number of comments on these serious matters from club delegates 

present at the meeting the W.L.B.A. Management Committee’s nominations of 

Gary Smith (Sponsorship Convener) and Drew Paterson (President) were duly 

mandated to attend the meeting called by Ayrshire County scheduled for 22 

March 2015 and expressed unanimous support should such meeting resolve to 

support the calling of an E.G.M. of Bowls Scotland in relation to these matters. 

 

 

12. INTER ASSOCIATION TOP 10 

 

Davy Doyle delivered a report on behalf of Gary Cleland, WLBA Representative on 

the Inter Association Top 10 Committee, and reported that West Lothian’s qualifier 

for 2015 will be Bellsburn.  He reported that Kirkliston were beaten very narrowly, 

by 4 shots, in last year’s final at Colinton. Gary will be the Inter Counties Top Ten 

President this year, (2015) 

 

13. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MOTIONS 

 

There were none.  

 

 

14. MOTIONS FROM MEMBER CLUBS 

 There were 2 member’s motions before the meeting. 

• Motion 1. Remove Rule 13 from the Seniors’ competition rules. Proposed by 

West Calder, seconded by Bellsburn. 

Status Quo proposed by Armadale, seconded by Glenmavis. 

Status Quo won by 10 votes to 6. 



After much discussion it was suggested that Davy contact the Matt Purdie 

Convenor to see if the day could be changed when these matches are played. 

• Motion 2. Reduce the entry age to Senior’s tournaments from 60 to 55 in line 

with BS. Proposed by West Calder, seconded by Watson Memorial. 

Status Quo proposed by Ratho and seconded by Glenmavis. 

Status Quo won by 14 votes to 8. 

 

 

 

14. ASSOCIATION BOWLING CALENDAR 2015 

 

Proposed bowling calendar for 2015 had been issued with the agenda for the meeting.  

This was passed unanimously, 

     

15. A.O.B 

 

As no nominations were received for the position Masters Convenor it was agreed 

that the management committee would try to appoint someone at a later date. 

 

Davy asked permission to draw the WL Trophy on a geographical basis in an effort to 

cut down travelling expenses. This was passed unanimously and it was hoped that 

this would encourage clubs to continue to participate in this competition. 

 

16. NEXT MEETING 

 

The 2016 AGM will be held on Friday 26
th
 February at 7pm in Whitburn BC. 

 

17. VOTE OF THANKS 

 

In closing the meeting the Vice President thanked Clubs’ delegates for attending the 

AGM and wished all Clubs good luck for the 2015 season. 

 

Davy Doyle 
8
th
 March 2015. 

 

 


