
UNRATIFIED. TO BE RATIFIED AT NEXT AGM ON 27
th
 FEB. 2015 

 

WEST LOTHIAN BOWLING ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF 132
nd
 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

 

HELD ON 28
th
 FEBRUARY 2014 AT UPHALL STATION BOWLING CLUB 

 

1. PRESENT: PRESIDENT     A Brown (Queensferry)                         

  VICE PRESIDENT                    D Cavanagh (Uphall Station)             

                                    TREASURER     I Brown (Middletonhall)   

                                    SECRETARY                   A Purves (Buchan Park) 

                             IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT   A Purves (Buchan Park) 

 

                                  BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SECRETARY Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) 

    

 

APOLOGIES: Harthill; Spring Grove. 

 

Representatives attended from 29 Clubs.  The president opened the meeting with a warm welcome to all delegates and 

asked all present to observe a minute’s silence in memory of all members who had passed away in the past year. 

 

 

2. MINUTES OF 131
st
 (2013) AGM 

 

The Minutes of the previous AGM (re-issued to Clubs on 05
th
 March 2014) were taken as read. The Minutes were 

approved on the motion of G Clelland (Bellsburn), seconded by D Cavanagh (Uphall Station). Secretary reported that 

there were no “Matters Arising”. 

 

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

A copy of the Accounts for 2013 had been issued with the AGM Agenda. Treasurer provided details behind the various 

items of income and expenditure. The Treasurer stated that the balance at the end of year 2013 of £21029 confirmed 

that the Association is still in a strong financial position. The Accounts were approved on the motion of G Clelland 

(Bellsburn), seconded by J McLean (Whitburn). 

 

4. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

The Secretary provided a report of the workings of the 2013 season. The following points were covered:- 

 

a.) He congratulated all the green keeper’s and club members who helped work on their greens throughout the 

year.  There was a vast improvement on 2012 which was helped by better weather. 

b.) He also thanked all the tournament convenors and umpires for their hard work throughout the season as there 

were times where games had to be moved at short notice.  It is greatly appreciated by the management 

committee.   

c.) A special mention was made of Davy Doyle who stepped up and run all the county games almost single 

handed. 

d.) Gary Smith and Gary Clelland were also thanked for running the Scotmid Masters and Ian Brown for running 

the Fred Meikle; this was on top of their official duties on the management committee. 

e.) He went on to re-iterate that the county needed people to step up and either run some of these competitions or 

even assist in the running of them.   

He again mentioned that some of these convenors had been doing the hard work for many years and now felt it 

was time to step down; and he thanked them for their support over the years.  This means that we will be 

looking for new members to act as convenors for competitions else they will not be run.   

 

f.) He also thanked Jim Gibson who was responsible for updating the WLBA Website in 2013.  Confirming that 

the information placed on the website was only as good as the information sent to Jim.   

 

g.) Congratulations were also passed to Jimmy Mallon in his second year as Team Manager.  He managed to take 

the Hamilton Trophy team to the Semi Finals for a second time and U25 teams to their first final.  

Congratulations also to all the players and selectors involved in both campaigns. 

h.) Congratulations were also passed to Bob Cuthill; his selectors and senior players who took part in the Matt 

Purdie Trophy.  He confirmed that Bob would be standing down this year as convenor and that the county 

would need to appoint a new convenor as soon as possible. 

i.) He congratulated all county winners in 2013. 



j.) The Top 10 final was a contest between Bathgate and Kirkliston for a second year in a row and congratulations 

were given to Kirkliston who finished eventual winners retaining the title they lost to Bathgate the previous 

year. 

k.) The Top 5 final was a contest between Kirkliston and Uphall Station; congratulations to Uphall Station  who 

finished eventual winners. 

l.) He commented that there were no major issues in the Roseberry Cup in 2013 unlike in 2012.  He went on to 

congratulate Kirkliston as winners and commiserate Glenmavis as runners-up.  

m.) A big thank you was given to all who entered the Co-op Masters; Archie went on to state that number of 

entries shows the sponsors how much we appreciate their sponsorship.  The final was contested by two players 

(Grant Logan (Kirkliston) and Alex Allan (Newbridge)) who had both previously won this prestigious 

competition three times each.  He then congratulated Grant Logan on winning the final for a record fourth 

time. 

n.) The Champion of Champions was played at Buchan Park as it had to be moved to Linlithgow due to flooding 

in 2012.  Congratulations to Walter McDougall (Glenmavis) on winning the final and commiserations to 

Robert Hilson (Blackburn) as runner up. 

o.) Congratulations were also given to all players who had been selected for the Scotland Junior and Senior 

Teams. 

 

In closing he personally thanked all the members of the management committee for supporting him and giving 

up their time throughout the year; not just during the bowling season but through the winter as well.  He also 

apologised if he has missed anyone or anything important. 

 

 

5.  APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY PRESIDENTS 
 

Lord Rosebery, Tam Dalyell and  J M Sneddon (Deans) were all unanimously re-elected. There were no new 

nominations. 

 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICIALS 

 

PRESIDENT: Outgoing President Alan Brown (Queensferry) thanked all Clubs for the way he had been received 

during his travels through the “County” during his year in office. He also thanked Management Committee members for 

their help in assisting him throughout the year and he went on to congratulate all Tournament winners in the year as 

well as those players who had made it to international level. President nominated Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) 

as the new President for year 2014; this was seconded by Bob Carruthers (Uphall Station) and carried unanimously. The 

outgoing President wished the new President all the best for the coming season and presented him with his badges of 

office. In accepting the Presidency (and from this point the chairmanship of the meeting as President) Dennis stated that 

it was a great honour and pleasure both personally and for his club to be given this post and he promised to do his 

utmost to keep West Lothian at the forefront of bowling in Scotland.   

      

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Alan Brown (Queensferry) was unanimously elected to this post after being 

proposed by the New President and seconded by Gary Smith (Linlithgow) following his year in office as the President 

of the Association. President in presenting Alan with his badge of office thanked him for his hard work and contribution 

as President in 2013.  

 

VICE-PRESIDENT: On rotation it fell to Newbridge to supply the Vice President.  President nominated as the new 

Vice President Drew Paterson (Newbridge), seconded by Gary Smith (Linlithgow) – this was unanimously approved. 

President presented Drew with his badge of office. Drew was delighted to accept this post stating that it was a great 

honour both for himself and his club and he thanked Newbridge for entrusting him with this office. President informed 

delegates that the next 5 Clubs now due to take the Vice-Presidency on rotation were:  Whitburn (2015); Spring 

Grove (2016); Bankton Mains (2017); West Calder (2018) and Harrysmuir (2019). It was hoped that this 

information, which will be updated at all future AGMs, will help Clubs prepare well for the tasks of the posts of Vice-

President and, subsequently, President.   

 

SECRETARY: Archie Purves (Buchan Park) intimated that he was standing down as secretary due to increased 

work commitments.  Nominations for a new secretary was asked for; Archie proposed Davy Doyle (East Calder) this 

was seconded by Ian Brown (Middleton Hall).  This was carried unanimously. 

Archie agreed to continue to minute the remainder of the meeting and would pass them on to the management 

committee at a later date. 

 

TREASURER: Ian Brown (Middleton Hall) was proposed by Archie Purves (Buchan Park) and seconded by Davy 

Doyle (East Calder).  This was carried unanimously. 

 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENER: Gary Smith (Linlithgow) was proposed by Ian Brown (Middleton Hall) and 

seconded by Davy Doyle (East Calder).  This was carried unanimously. 



 

COUNTY CONVENOR: No nominations were made and it was agreed that the management committee would 

appoint one at a later date. 

 

MASTERS CONVENOR: Gary Clelland (Bellsburn) was proposed by Alan Brown (Queensferry) and seconded 

by Joe McLellan (Harrysmuir) 

 

7. AUDITORS 
 

 “The A9 Partnership Limited” was proposed by Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) and seconded by Ian Brown 

(Middleton Hall) that they be re-elected as Association Auditors. This was carried unanimously.  

 

8. EXPENSES 

 

The Management Committee’s recommendation that expenses to Secretary, Treasurer and Sponsorship Convener 

should remain at £500 (Secretary), £250 (Treasurer) and £250 (Sponsorship Convener) had been communicated to 

Clubs with the AGM agenda. The Management Committee’s recommendation was unanimously approved on the 

proposal of Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) and seconded by Davy Doyle (East Calder).  

 

9. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

The Management Committee’s recommendation of no change :-  Basic fee-£110; Livingston Trophy fee-£5; 

Capitation fee-40p a member; John Dickson-£5; Seniors’ Top Ten-£10; and, Masters Programme Levy-£15 was 

proposed by Dennis Cavanagh (Uphall Station) and seconded by Archie Purves (Buchan Park).  This was carried 

unanimously. 

 

 10. SPONSORSHIP  
 

Gary Smith made the following statement on sponsorship for the 2013 season:- 

 

He confirmed that the total sponsorship money taken in 2013 was £5320. 

Sponsorship was received from the following: 

WESLO £550 

Oakbank Bowling Club £200 Donation 

 

Scotmid have agreed to sponsor the Masters for an additional year to the value of £2500 cash and programmes.  This 

will be their 4th year which is excellent news considering the original sponsorship was only for 2 years. 

 

He confirmed that although Fred Winter would be unable to sponsor the county finals in 2013 he wished to retain ties 

with the county and has agreed to sponsor the County Singles and the Fred Meikle Trophy. 

 

He confirmed that Oakbank Bowling Club were to sponsor the Champion of Champions competition to the value of 

£500 for the 2014 season. 

 

Gary thanked the White Knights for their sponsorship in 2013 (£900) and hoped that they would continue in 2014.  He 

also invited anyone to join the White Knights in sponsoring the county.  He asked that anyone so minded should contact 

him direct or any member of the management committee.  

He also clarified the use of this money i.e. it was a donation to the county for the management committee use as they 

saw fit it was not as sponsorship for a specific tournament. 

 

Gary informed the members that although Ratho B C could no longer afford to sponsor the county as a member of the 

BARBQ clubs that Uphall Station and Middleton Hall have agreed to pick up the gauntlet. 

 

Gary reminded all members that the county would still require sponsorship for the county pairs/triple/fours and that if 

anyone was so minded they could contact him direct or any member of the management committee. 

 

He closed by thanking all clubs and members who helped in hosting all county competitions in 2013. 



11. BOWLS SCOTLAND REPORT 

 

Bowls Scotland’s West Lothian (District 14) Secretary Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) addressed the AGM and covered the 

following points:- 

 

a.) New structure at Bowls Scotland is not passing on information to the district secretaries and that they were 6 

secretaries down on the previous year. 

b.) Thanked Clubs for their help in hosting 2013 District Championships.  He especially thanked Broxburn 

Bowling Club for stepping in at short notice to host the Semi Final of the Hamilton Trophy instead of 

Whitburn Bowling Club whose green was not up to standard for such an event. 

c.) Appealed to ALL Clubs to pay all SBA fees by the due date to allow him to draw up the various District 

Tournaments.  He hoped to have them all finished by early June. 

d.) Mentioned that there was no limit to the number of entries allowed in the Junior and Senior Singles.  

e.) He intimated that this was his last year as District Secretary after completing 14 years in the position.  He 

thanked his wife Glo for all her support throughout the years not just as District Secretary but also as Vice 

President/President of the British Isles and as the Scotland Team Manager. 

f.) He also intimated that he would be resigning as the Scotland Team Manager at the 2015 AGM. 

g.) He also thanked Neil Grant for his support and advise over the years and Margo Duff for arranging all the 

umpires for the Scottish District Competitions. 

h.) He closed by wishing all clubs a successful 2014 season. 

 

12. INTER ASSOCIATION TOP 10 
 

Gary Clelland, WLBA Representative on the Inter Association Top 10 Committee, reported that West Lothian’s 

qualifier for 2014 will be Kirkliston.  He reported that Bathgate were beaten in their second game  in 2013. 

 

13. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MOTIONS 

 
Nos.1 Change to clause 5 of the WLBA Constitution:  

 

The proposed change was that ALL county fees should be paid by the 15
th
 April each year. Instead of the 10

th
 

May. 

Davy Doyle explained the reasoning behind this proposal to all delegates present at the AGM.  

After some discussion this was passed unanimously. 

 

14. MOTIONS FROM MEMBER CLUBS 

 
There were no counter proposals received from the members. 

 

14. ASSOCIATION BOWLING CALENDAR 2014 
 

Proposed bowling calendar for 2014 had been issued with the agenda for the meeting.   

Team Manager Jimmy Mallon requested that the two additional U25 games be added to the calendar but Archie Purves 

informed him that there was no physical room to add them.  It was agreed that they would be included in the website. 

     

15. A.O.B 

 
As no nominations were received for the positions of County Convenor or Matt Purdie convenor it was agreed that the 

management committee would try to appoint someone at a later date. 

Jim Clarke (Glenmavis) aske all those that criticise previous convenors should step forward and assist 

 

David Hamilton (Linlithgow) provided documentation on how to obtain sponsorship from various bodies.  This was 

passed out to all delegates present. 

 

Bob Cuthill thanked the WLBA Management Committee; Mark Wilson and all clubs for their support during his time 

as Matt Purdie Sponsorship convenor.  He also thanked Armadale Bowling Club for hosting the 2013 Matt Purdie Final. 

 

There was an enquiry as to who the eventual Masters Category winners were as Ronnie Duff (Bridgeness) believed that 

he should have been the seniors recipient as Tommy Turnbull had qualified for another prize and the rule was one prize 

per person. 

Gary Clelland would investigate this and report back to Ronnie and the Management Committee.  

 

Joe McLelland (Harrysmuir) asked for clarification on the age limit for Seniors as some people believed it to be 55.  

Archie Purves confirmed that the 55 age limit only applied to the Scottish and all other Seniors competitions had an age 

limit of 60 years.  This was also confirmed by Gordon Logan (Kirkliston). 

 



Jimmy Mallon addressed the body of the hall with regards Hamilton Trophy/U25 nominations of players for a county 

trial.  He confirmed that even players who have played in the 2013 season would also have to be proposed. 

 

Ian Brown requested that ALL clubs notify him of their e-mail addresses for the 2013 season. 

 

16. NEXT MEETING 
 

The 2015 AGM will be held on Friday 27
th
 February at 7pm in Newbridge BC. 

 

17. VOTE OF THANKS 

 
In closing the meeting the Vice President thanked Clubs’ delegates for attending the AGM and wished all Clubs good 

luck for the 2014 season. 

 

A J Purves 

29
th
 March 2013 

 

 


