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nd
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WEST LOTHIAN BOWLING ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF 130
th

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 

 

HELD ON 24
th

 FEBRUARY 2012 AT BUCHAN PARK BOWLING CLUB 
 

1. PRESENT: PRESIDENT     R Simpson(Glenmavis) 

                                   VICE PRESIDENT                   A Purves (Buchan Park)                   

    

                                    TREASURER     I Brown (Middletonhall)   

                                    ACTING SECRETARY    A Purves (Buchan Park) 

                                    IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT   E Shearer (Bo’ness) 

                                  BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SECRETARY Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) 

    

 

APOLOGIES: Winchburgh BC; G Smith (Linlithgow) 

 

Representatives attended from 32 Clubs.  Acting secretary opened the meeting with a warm welcome to all delegates 

and asked all present to observe a minute’s silence in memory of all members who had passed away in the past year. 

 

 

2. MINUTES OF 129
th

 (2011) AGM 
 

The Minutes of the previous AGM (issued to Clubs on 3
rd
 March 2011) were taken as read. The Minutes were approved 

on the motion of D Campbell (Watson Memorial), seconded by G Clelland (Bellsburn). Secretary reported that there 

were no “Matters Arising”. 

 

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

A copy of the Accounts for 2011 had been issued with the AGM Agenda. Treasurer provided details behind the various 

items of income and expenditure. The Treasurer stated that the balance at the end of year 2011 of £24350 confirmed 

that the Association is still in a strong financial position. The Accounts were approved on the motion of A Aitchison 

(Bathgate), seconded by R Muter (Spring Grove). 

 

4. SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

With no Secretary elected at the 2011 AGM the current Vice President (A Purves – Buchan Park) reported that he had 

answered the call from the Management Committee after the 2011 AGM to act in the position of Secretary to allow 

further time for a replacement to be found.  Vice President (acting secretary) then provided a report of the workings of 

the 2011 season. The following points were covered:- 

 

a.) He  report the closure of Philipstoun Bowling Club and urged all members to support all clubs in the associatin 

in any way they can.    

  

b.) He thanked all the tournament convenors and umpires for their hard work during the season; especially Bill 

Cochrane and Raymond Simpson (who have officially retired as convenors) and Gary Clelland.  He reported 

that will be looking for new members to act as convenors for competitions else they will not be run.   

He also thanked all the clubs who arranged for games to be played throughout the year; as well as their 

members who assisted. 

 

c.) He mentioned the WLBA Website and thanked Jim Gibson (Armadale) for all his hard work throughout the 

year.  Jim confirmed that he was willing to continue in 2012. 

 

d.) He reported that unfortunately our Hamilton Trophy Team did not perform well in 2011.  Losing some big 

scores against teams who on paper were not at the same level as us.   

It was a similar story for the U25’s; we had plenty of chances to progress in the competition but we never took 

them.  He also reported that there was a change to the format of the Dodd Calder Cup; it was a 9 man team.  

Even although we had several junior internationalists playing we struggled to win a game. 

However even although we did not fare well he had to commend the players for turning up week after week 

and would like to thank the team manager Colin Stein and selectors Frank Weir (Armadale) and Dennis 

Cavenagh (Uphall Station) for their hard work throughout the year.   

 



e.) He reported that the seniors Matt Purdie Team did not fare any better; but thanked Bob Cuthill for stepping up 

and picking up the baton as convenor.  He also thanked Senior Selectors Jim Clark; Bob Bennett and Jim 

Gullane (who stepped in at short notice) for their hard work throughout the year.   

 

f.) He reported that the Rosebery Cup format was changed as agreed at the 2011 AGM after much debate.  But 

was astounded that several clubs had decided not to participate in the competition.  He commented that one 

club pulled out after having three additional votes at club level to decide whether to play or not.   

He pointed out that when something is passed at an AGM it is not then up for discussion at  club level to see 

whether or not they wished to participate or not.   

He commented that the decision by those clubs resulted in the draw being made three times; which resulted in 

some clubs only getting one or two games instead of the same number of games as the other sections.  He 

further commented that one of the main reasons for changing the format was to try and generate additional 

income for all clubs. 

He then went on to report that he had requested feedback from all clubs on how the tournament went; and 

thanked the 15 clubs who responded; but commented that this was very poor considering there were 35 clubs 

in the association.   

All in all it would seem that there was a slight majority in favour of the format change. 

He went on to congratulate Kirkliston BC on their nail biting win against Glenmavis BC. 

 

g.) He reported that the inter county Top 5 and Top 10 competitions were won this year by Kirklistion B C.  This 

is the second year in a row that Kirkliston have won the inter county Top 5. 

 

h.) He thanked everyone who entered the Masters Trophy last year; commenting that he believed that numbers 

were slightly up on the previous year.  He congratulated Grant Logan on winning this competition for a third 

time. 

  

i.) He reported that the Champion of Champions competition; held at Blackburn; got off to a wet start and 

resulted on one player having to withdraw after standing on a bowl and slipping injuring his thigh.  I would 

like to thank Blackburn Junior Football Team Physio for assisting the player. 

He thanked all clubs for passing the names of the club champions to him in a timely fashion as this helped 

enormously in arranging the draws for the competition.  He reported that there was only one withdrawal; 

which was due to ill health. 

He congratulated Ewan Shearer on winning the competition and equalling the record for winning the most 

Champion of Champions Titles which was currently held by Ronnie Erskine.    

 

j.) He reported that several players who entered the Fred Meikle Trophy failed to turn up or even inform the 

convenor (Tosh Reeder) that they would not be appearing on the day.  This was not just inconvenient for their 

opponents it was downright rude. 

He went on to confirm that this lack of common decency has resulted in the loss of sponsorship from an 

anonymous sponsor (which is already difficult to get in the first place) as well as Tosh deciding to no longer be 

a convenor for the competition going forward. 

He then urged all clubs to ensure that if any of their members playing in any competition is unavailable to play 

that they at least contact the host club and opponent of the fact. 

  

k.) He congratulated the 2011internationalists: 

Grant Logan; Neil Speirs; Tommy Mann; Ewan Shearer and Gary Smith as well as  the junior internationalists 

Greg Baldry; Cameron Greer, Calum Logan; Blair Mackie and Kenny Black (New Cap).  

 

l.) He congratulated George Sneddon for again being the Scotland Team Manager.   

  

m.) He appealed to all clubs to ensure that they fulfil all their games in the coming year and to try to support each 

others’ clubs in any way that they could so as to ensure the future of the association. 

 

In closing he thanked all the members of the management committee for giving up their time throughout the year; 

not just during the bowling season but through the winter as well.  He apologised if he had missed out anyone or 
anything important. 

 

 



5.  APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY PRESIDENTS 

 

Lord Rosebery, Tam Dalyell and  J M Sneddon (Deans) were all unanimously re-elected. There were no new 

nominations. 

 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICIALS 
 

PRESIDENT: Outgoing President Raymond Simpson (Glenmavis) thanked all Clubs for the way he had been 

received during his travels through the “County” during his year in office. He also thanked Management Committee 

members for their help in assisting him throughout the year and he went on to congratulate all Tournament winners in 

the year as well as those players who had made it to international level. President nominated Archie Purves (Buchan 

Park) as the new President for year 2012; this was seconded by D Hamilton (Linlithgow) and carried unanimously. The 

outgoing President wished the new President all the best for the coming season and presented him with his badges of 

office. In accepting the Presidency (and from this point the chairmanship of the meeting as President) Archie stated that 

it was a great honour and pleasure both personally and for his club to be given this post and he promised to do his 

utmost to keep West Lothian at the forefront of bowling in Scotland.   

      

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Raymond Simpson (Glenmavis) was unanimously elected to this post after 

being proposed by the President and seconded by I Brown (Middleton Hall) following his year in office as the President 

of the Association. President in presenting Raymond with his badge of office thanked him for his hard work and 

contribution as President in 2011.  

 
VICE-PRESIDENT: On rotation it fell to Harthill who declined; this then fell to Queensferry to supply the Vice 

President.  President nominated as the new Vice President Alan Brown (Queensferry), seconded by Ian Douglas 

(Queensferry) – this was unanimously approved. President presented Alan with his badge of office; blazer badge and 

association tie. Alan was delighted to accept this post stating that it was a great honour both for himself and his 

Queensferry club and he thanked his Club for entrusting him with this office. President informed delegates that the next 

5 Clubs now due to take the Vice-Presidency on rotation were:  Uphall Station (2013), Stoneyburn (2014) Kinneil 

(2015) and Newbridge (2016). It was hoped that this information, which will be updated at all future AGMs, will help 

Clubs prepare well for the tasks of the posts of Vice-President and, subsequently, President.   

 

SECRETARY: As there were still no volunteers or nominations for the position it was now up to the Management 

Committee to decide the best way forward at their first post AGM meeting.  President will continue as secretary until 

one can be appointed.  

 

TREASURER: Ian Brown (Middleton Hall) was proposed by Archie Purves (Buchan Park) and seconded by 

Raymond Simpson (Glenmavis). 

 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENER: Gary Smith (Linlithgow) was unanimously re-elected as Sponsorship Convener for 

2012. 

 

7. AUDITORS 
 

 I Brown (Middletonhall) proposed and J Ellis (Bridgeness) seconded that “The A9 Partnership Limited” be re-

elected as Association Auditors. This was endorsed unanimously.  

 

8. EXPENSES 
 

The Management Committee’s recommendation that expenses to Secretary, Treasurer and Sponsorship Convener 

should remain at £500 (Secretary), £250 (Treasurer) and £250 (Sponsorship Convener) had been communicated to 

Clubs with the AGM agenda. The Management Committee’s recommendation was unanimously approved on the 

proposal of H McKenna (Kineil), seconded by A Aitchison (Bathgate).  

 

9. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

On the proposal of I Brown (Middletonhall), seconded by E Shearer (Boness), the Management Committee’s 

recommendation of status quo for year 2012 (communicated to Clubs with AGM agenda) was adopted unanimously as 

follows:-  Basic fee-£110; Livingston Trophy fee-£5; Capitation fee-30p a member; John Dickson-£5; Seniors’ Top 

Ten-£10; and, Masters Programme Levy-£15. 

 



 10. SPONSORSHIP  

 

President read out a report (verbatim) provided to him by Gary Smith who was unable to attend as follows:- 

 

I convey my apologies for not being able to deliver my report personally to the membership this evening due to being 

overseas on World Bowls business. 

I am pleased to report an increase in sponsorship funds received in 2011 as the membership can see from the 2011 

accounts. We are all aware of the current difficult economic climate so being able to report an increase in sponsorship 

funds received by the Association is a welcome announcement. 

W.L.B.A. are most fortunate to have a number of long standing sponsors including Matt Purdie & Sons for our 

Champion of Champions, WESLO Housing Management for our Senior Singles plus the sponsorship support from the 

BARBQ Clubs i.e. Bankton Mains, Armadale, Ratho, Broxburn & Queensferry Bowling Clubs for the Top 5 and the 

support of our White Knights whose financial support is currently being directed to the Top 10. 

In 2011 we welcomed two new sponsors Winter Jack High Insurance who sponsored the county’s Singles, Pairs, Triples 

& Fours competitions and Scotmid Co-operative Ltd who sponsored the Masters Singles. Former Secretary Mark 

Wilson must receive the plaudits for his efforts in securing the Scotmid sponsorship not myself.  I was personally 

delighted that Fred Winter of Jack High Insurance, a great supporter of our sport, and a person with whom I have had 

many dealings over recent years , agreed to add our county competitions to his sponsorship portfolio. 

In expressing our sincere appreciation to all the afore-mentioned I am personally confident of their continued support in 

2012. Matt Purdie & Sons, WESLO Housing Management, Scotmid & Winter Jack High have all indicated their 

continued support in 2012 for which we are most grateful and hopefully they will continue to support us for many years 

to come. However, sponsorship is a two way street and I appeal to you all to support our valuable sponsors in whatever 

ways possible. 

I trust that we can count on the continued support of our BARBQ clubs and our White Knights and I would welcome 

contact from any individual interested in becoming one of our White Knights. The list of White Knights has decreased 

for one reason or another over the last couple of years and I look forward to reversing this trend with the support of the 

membership. 

Like all local Councils West Lothian Council is suffering from the financial restraints of the current economic climate 

and this has resulted in them now being unable to continue with their previous financial support of the West Lothian 

Council trophy. Whilst the Executive have decided to continue to hold this event in 2012 the membership must 

appreciate that the event’s future in the absence of a sponsor is questionable. 

One very disappointing feature of the 2011 season was the unacceptable number of withdrawals from the Fred Meikle 

trophy which resulted in the withdrawal of the sponsorship from an anonymous source through the good offices of Tosh 

Reeder.  I have no doubt that there will be some present at this AGM who can report further on behalf of clubs affected 

by these withdrawals. I will endeavour to seek a replacement sponsor for this event for 2012 but all clubs have the 

responsibility to ensure that their entrants into the competition are instilled with a greater appreciation of their 

responsibilities to club, county and the sponsors. 

In 2012 I will endeavour to again increase the number of sponsors for W.L.B.A. we do have events that would benefit 

from sponsorship support. Please do not hesitate to direct any potential sponsorship interest to me and I will follow up 

accordingly. 

My personal thanks to all the clubs who hosted events in 2011 for all their efforts and for the way they received and 

treated our valuable sponsors. 

My apologies if I have forgotten anyone in all the above.  

I confirm to the membership my willingness to continue in the role of Sponsorship Convener and appeal to you all to 

support incoming President Archie and the Executive Committee. I trust that the AGM will see all the positions filled. 

In particular it is totally unacceptable that a great county association such as W.L.B.A. continues without a Secretary, I 

applaud Archie Purves for all his efforts in the role of Acting Secretary whilst in the position of Vice-President but I 

trust that somebody will come forward in order that he may concentrate on his Presidential requirements and fully enjoy 

his year as President.  

I trust that you have a constructive, positive meeting and wish you all a healthy, enjoyable and successful 2012 season 

and look forward to seeing many of you during the season either on or off the green. 

Gary Smith 

Sponsorship Convener 

 

 



11. BOWLS SCOTLAND REPORT 

 

Bowls Scotland’s West Lothian (District 14) Secretary Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) addressed the AGM and covered the 

following points:- 

 

a.) thanked Clubs for their help in hosting 2011 SBA District Championships, in particular Buchan Park for 

staging District Finals; 

b.) intimated that the 2012 Home Internationals and British Isles Championships will be held in Wales; 

c.) appealed to ALL Clubs to pay all SBA fees by the due date to allow him to draw up the various District 

Tournaments ; 

d.) mentioned that a Senior Fours event would be introduced to British Isles Championships in 2013 and that the 

minimum age for this competition was to be reduced to 55 to bring us into line with the rest of the bowling 

community.  He stated emphatically that this drop in the age for seniors only applied to the Scottish fours; all 

existing association age limits remain as previous i.e. 60; 

e.) asked Clubs whose greens would not be up to standard to take Scottish ties to inform him as soon as possible;  

f.) stated that one of the Hamilton Trophy quarter finals in 2012 would be held at Kirkliston; and, 

g.) wished all Clubs a successful 2012 season. 

 

12. INTER ASSOCIATION TOP 10 
 

Gary Clelland, WLBA Representative on the Inter Association Top 10 Committee, reported that unfortunately no major 

sponsor of the Tournament in 2012 had yet been found. West Lothian’s qualifier this year will again be Kirkliston.  He 

congratulated Kirkliston on winning the Inter County Top 10. 

 

13. MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MOTIONS 

 

Nos.1 Changes to the Rosebery Cup Format:  

(a) There should be only one division subdivided into sections comprised of an appropriate equal number of 

clubs in each section.  All clubs would then have an equal opportunity to be able to win the coveted trophy.  

The draw will be made at the President’s club on a date to be agreed; where up to 2 delegates from each 

participating club may attend. 

(b) This would involve a quarter final, semi final and final following on from sectional games. 

(c) The number of players being relaxed so that clubs who are struggling for players can still compete, for 

example changing the minimum number of players from 16 to 14 thus allowing teams to field two rinks 

consisting of only 3 players instead of 4 if absolutely necessary. However any rink with only 3 players would 

continue to lose a quarter of their rink score. 

(d) The fee for the competition be reduced to £75 payable prior to the commencement of the competition. 

 

 

Nos.2 The winners of the Inter County Top 5 become the convenor for the competition the following year if no 

convenor is available. 

 

Nos.3 The winners of the Inter County Top 10 become the convenor for the competition the following year if 

no convenor is available. 

 

14. MOTIONS FROM MEMBER CLUBS 

 
Counter Proposal for Rosebery Cup from Bridgeness BC: 
 

(a) Rosebery Cup format Revert back to the original Knock Out format; with teams of 16 players. 

(b) If funds are required for sponsorship/prize money; participating clubs should pay an entry fee; to be 

determined by the Executive Committee. 

 

15. MOTIONS RESULTS 

 
The floor was open for discussions on the Roseberry Cup format; past and present before a vote was taken between the 

management motion  Nos. 1 in section 13 above against the motion raised by Bridgeness in Section 14 above. 

 

The vote went for the Bridgeness motion by 19 votes to 10.  The counter proposal was then voted against the existing 

Rosebery Cup format.  The result of this was that the Bridgeness proposal received 22 votes and was therefore carried 

unanimously by the body of the hall.  Therefore the Rosebery Cup format for the 2012 season will revert back to a 

straight knockout competition. 

Acting secretary agreed to review the dates of the draw as there will be no need for as many dates now that the format 

was a straight knockout. 

There was a suggestion that a maximum entry fee of £20 for entry into the Rosebery Cup; however it was stated that 

according to the motion passed it was the responsibility of the management committee to set the value.   

 



Motions Nos. 2 and 3 were briefly discussed and Gordon Logan (Newbridge) offered to run the competitions for the 

2012 season.  

 

14. ASSOCIATION BOWLING CALENDAR 2011 
 

Proposed bowling calendar for 2012 had been issued with the agenda for the meeting. It was pointed out that the Inter 

county Top 5 and Top 10 dates were not included in the calendar; it was agreed to include them in a revised issue.  

Blackburn B C confirmed that they would be unable to host the Champion of Champions on the date specified; it was 

agreed that the management committee would review all possible dates.  If no other alternative date was available then 

the acting secretary would contact Matt Purdie to see if they would still be willing to sponsor the competition at a 

different venue for the 2012 season only before reverting back to Blackburn in 2013. 

Archie reported that the following venues had been agreed by Management Committee:- Home Hamilton Trophy 

matches on 12th May at Pumpherston, 19th May at East Calder, 9th  June at Kirkliston and 16th June at Linlithgow; home 

Under 25 Scottish League Cup games on 3
rd
 June at Buchan Park and 10

th
 June TBC; home Matt Purdie games on 2

nd
 

July at Buchan Park, 16
th
 July at Broxburn and 30

th
 July at Kirkliston; Rosebery Final on 8

th
 July at Buchan Park; and 

West Lothian Council Trophy Finals on 26
th
 August at Queensferry. All other WLBA Finals venues had still to be 

decided. The proposed diary commanded the support of all Clubs. 

    

15. A.O.B 

 
J Mallon (Broxburn) informed the members that he would like to be considered for the job of Team Manager for the 

Hamilton Trophy and Under 25 Teams. 

 

Neil Grant (Queensfery) offered his assistance with the kick off of the Rosebery Cup. 

 

Harrysmuir B C offered their club for any county competitions in 2012.  

 

 

16. NEXT MEETING 

 

The 2013 AGM will be held on Friday 22
nd
 February at 7pm in Queensferry BC. 

 

17. VOTE OF THANKS 

 
In closing the meeting the Vice President thanked Clubs’ delegates for attending the AGM and wished all Clubs good 

luck for the 2012season.        

 

 

 

A J Purves 

4th March 2012 

 

 

 


