
UNRATIFIED. TO BE RATIFIED AT NEXT AGM ON 24 FEB. 2012 

 

WEST LOTHIAN BOWLING ASSOCIATION 

 

MINUTES OF 129
th
 ANNUAL GENERAL METING (AGM) 

 

HELD ON 25 FEBRUARY 2011 AT GLENMAVIS BOWLING CLUB 
 

1. PRESENT: PRESIDENT     E Shearer (Bo’ness) 

                                   VICE PRESIDENT                   R Simpson(Glenmavis)                       

                                    TREASURER     R Erskine (Winchburgh)   

                                    SECRETARY     M Wilson (Armadale) 

                                    IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT   G Clelland (Bellsburn) 

                                  BOWLS SCOTLAND DISTRICT SECRETARY Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) 

   HONORARY PRESIDENT   J M Sneddon (Deans) 

 

Representatives attended from all 35 Clubs. President opened the meeting with a warm welcome to all delegates and 

asked all present to observe a minute’s silence in memory of all members who had passed away in the past year, 

mentioning in particular Past Linlithgowshire President (1979) J McKeon (Broxburn). 

 

2. MINUTES OF 128th  (2010) AGM 

 

The Minutes of the previous AGM (issued to Clubs on 4 March 2010) were taken as read. The Minutes were approved 

on the motion of E Campbell (Watson Memorial), seconded by A Aitchison (Bathgate). There was one correction made 

to the Minutes at para.5i – “Almondvale” changed to “Almondelll”. Secretary reported that  “Matters Arising” were as 

follows:- para.5c – J Irving (Philpstoun) succeeded R Cuthill (Kirkliston) as Seniors’ Convener for Linlithgow Area; 

para.5m – J Gibson (Armadale) appointed Website Convener; para.5n – all Clubs had advised Secretary of an email 

address; and, para.6 - the Management Committee appointed M Wilson (Armadale) as Secretary for 2010. 

 

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

A copy of the Accounts for 2010 had been issued with the AGM Agenda. Treasurer provided details behind the various 

items of income and expenditure and said that the “trading” deficit of £3320 in year 2010 was down to the reduced level 

of sponsorship secured following a failure to appoint a new Sponsorship Convener to replace Stewart Meikle who had 

retired at the 2010 AGM. Despite this loss Treasurer stated that the balance at the end of year 2010 of £23325 

confirmed that the Association is still in a strong financial position. The Accounts were approved on the motion of R 

Mutter (Spring Grove), seconded by G Smith (Linlithgow). 

 

4. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

With no Secretary elected at the 2010 AGM the current Secretary (M Wilson – Armadale) reported that he had 

answered the call from the Management Committee after the 2010 AGM to continue in the position of Secretary to 

allow further time for a replacement to be found.  Secretary took the post on the clear understanding that 2010 would be 

his last year in post as he would be retiring at the 2011 AGM - this position was not negotiable. Secretary then provided 

a report of the workings of the 2010 season. The following points were covered:- 

 

a.) he stated that 2010 had proved to be another difficult year due to a combination of rotten weather for the 4th 

summer in a row resulting in games having to be rescheduled including using the contingency day – Saturday 

– to complete the Masters Tournament plus the Association’s inability to appoint a Sponsorship Convener with 

the direct consequence being a large drop in sponsorship  revenues. Despite these difficulties all major 

objectives had been achieved. He was also delighted to report that J Gibson, Secretary Armadale, volunteered 

to take on the role of Website Convener and had done a terrific job in setting up the website as well as 

maintaining it ever since – he thanked Jim on behalf of the whole Association. Secretary also mentioned that 

all 35 member Clubs had now provided an email address thus facilitating communications via this medium 

with resultant savings in postage and speedier communications – he thanked Clubs for their help with this; 

b.) he reported that following a very good start to the Hamilton Trophy campaign when we easily qualified for the 

quarter finals it was very disappointing to then be knocked out by Lanarkshire South at that stage. In the 

Scottish League Cup for Under 25s we again failed to qualify from our Section although on a brighter note the 

Under 25s won the Calder Cup. In the Matt Purdie Trophy for seniors the results were disappointing with more 

games lost than won. He thanked Hamilton Trophy and Under 25s Team Manager C Stein (Linlithgow) and 

Selectors D Cavanagh (Uphall Station) and F Weir (Armadale) as well as the Matt Purdie Selectors B Bennett 

(Broxburn), J Clark (Glenmavis) and A Walker (Winchburgh) for all their hard work in striving for success 

with the “County” teams; 

c.) he informed the AGM that once again the Management Committee had appointed volunteer Tournament 

Conveners by way of W Cochrane (Seafield), T Reeder (Kirkliston), G Clelland (Bellsburn), R Cuthill 

(Kirkliston), and 3 Seniors’ Area Conveners – J Irving (Philpstoun), G Porter (Bankton Mains) and R Simpson 

(Glenmavis) - to run the great bulk of WLBA Competitions in 2010 with the remaining secretarial duties being 



carried out by the Secretary. He thanked all Conveners for their fine efforts and commendable contributions 

during the year. In relation to the forthcoming 2011 season Secretary reported that R Cuthill (Weslo Seniors 

Open Convener) was standing down and he hoped that a replacement would come forward quickly. Secretary 

also reported that W Cochrane had intimated that 2011 would be his final year as a Tournament Convener and 

he appealed to Clubs to seek out a replacement for this key post now to allow for a seamless transition; 

d.) he thanked Clubs for their considerable efforts in helping with the organisation of WLBA events on their 

greens and appealed yet again to those very few Clubs which failed to prepare their greens for WLBA ties and 

notify results after matches to put their “houses in order”. In particular he expressed his thanks to Match 

Secretaries J Clark (Glenmavis) and G Reynolds (Blackburn) for their extensive work in running the WLC 

Trophy Finals and Champion of Champions Tournament respectively;  

e.)  he thanked all members of the Management Committee for all their hard work and support during 2010 

particularly to those members in full time work who gave up chunks of their limited leisure time to help the 

Association;  

f.) he thanked umpires for their unstinting and voluntary efforts in officiating at a raft of matches during the 

season;  

g.) at International level he congratulated the 6 full internationalists who represented Scotland in the Home 

International series and helped Scotland win the International Trophy viz. G Archer (Uphall Station), Grant 

Logan and N Speirs (both Kirkliston), T Mann (Newbridge), G Smith (Linlithgow) and E Shearer (Bo’ness). 

Likewise the 4 junior internationalists who helped Scotland to the runner’s up spot in the junior series viz. G 

Baldry (East Calder), C Greer (Bathgate), C Logan (Broxburn) and B Mackie (Newbridge). With G Sneddon 

(Broxburn) again being the Team Manager this meant that in overall terms WLBA had had a very substantial 

input to the international series. He also congratulated N Speirs on his selection to represent Scotland at the 

2010 Commonwealth games in India and on reaching the semi final stage in the pairs;  

h.) he congratulated Kirkliston on winning the inaugural Inter Counties Top 5 tournament against 3 other 

competing Associations and intimated that in 2011 there would be 8 Associations taking part in this 

competition;  

i.) he drew attention to a number of concerns/failings during the 2010 season and he appealed to those guilty 

Clubs to turn these aspects into “Action Points” for 2011. Brief details of these are included at sub paras. j. to 

m. below; 

j.) he instanced a few Clubs and players not honouring the prescribed dress code as laid down in the Constitution. 

He appealed to Clubs to comply with what is now their own registered dress code and in turn to monitor and 

police the various Clubs’ dress codes;    

k.) he reported that once again there were some (4) Clubs which failed to fulfil scheduled fixtures. The guilty 

Clubs were:- Deans, Newbridge and West Calder (all in the West Lothian Council Trophy) and Philpstoun 

(Livingston Trophy). As it was Deans’ first offence in the past 10 years they were reprimanded while the other 

3 Clubs being repeat offenders were fined £50 each; and, 

l.) he appealed to ALL Clubs to complete their Club Championships in time for their qualifiers’ names to be 

included in the Champion of Champions draw (in 2010 Newbridge and Queensferry had failed to do so); and, 

m.) he was extremely disappointed with the lack of support shown by some Clubs in the Seniors’ Bathgate area 

who refused to co-operate with the Area Convener’s wish to change the playing day of some Top 10 fixtures to 

allow players good enough to be selected to play at “county” level to do so without losing the chance to play 

for their Clubs. 

 

In completing his report Secretary hoped that by highlighting some of the difficulties experienced last year Clubs would 

take action to strengthen the Association’s position in the eyes of prospective sponsors and the wider Scottish bowling 

community. He went on to say that the negative aspects mentioned were far outweighed by the positives and strengths 

of the Association such as – we are a strong bowling community, we provide a platform to allow players to develop 

beyond club level to international level, we are a well run organisation, we are much admired throughout the Scottish 

bowling scene, our views on a variety of bowling fronts are sought after and we are in a strong financial position.  

 

5.  APPOINTMENT OF HONORARY PRESIDENTS 
 

Lord Rosebery, Tam Dalyell and  J M Sneddon (Deans) were all unanimously re-elected. There were no new 

nominations. 

 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICIALS 
 

PRESIDENT: Outgoing President Ewan Shearer (Bo’ness) thanked all Clubs for the way he had been received during 

his travels through the “County” during his year in office. He also thanked Management Committee members for their 

help in assisting him throughout the year and he went on to congratulate all Tournament winners in the year as well as 

those players who had made it to international level. President nominated Raymond Simpson (Glenmavis) as the new 

President for year 2011; this was seconded by A Marshall (Bridgeness) and carried unanimously. The outgoing 

President wished the new President all the best for the coming season and presented him with his badges of office. In 

accepting the Presidency (and from this point the chairmanship of the meeting as President) Raymond stated that it was 

a great honour and pleasure both personally and for his club to be given this post and he promised to do his utmost to 

keep West Lothian at the forefront of bowling in Scotland.   

      



IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Ewan Shearer (Bo’ness) was unanimously elected to this post after being 

proposed by the President and seconded by H McKenna (Kinneil) following his year in office as the President of the 

Association. President in presenting Ewan with his badge of office thanked him for his hard work and contribution as 

President in 2010.  

 
VICE-PRESIDENT: On rotation it fell to Buchan Park to supply the Vice President.  President nominated as the new 

Vice President Archie Purves (Buchan Park), seconded by J Gullane (Buchan Park) – this was unanimously 

approved. President presented Archie with his badge of office. Archie was delighted to accept this post stating that it 

was a great honour both for himself and his Buchan Park club and he thanked his Club for entrusting him with this 

office. President informed delegates that the next 5 Clubs now due to take the Vice-Presidency on rotation were:  

Harthill (2012), Queensferry (2013), Uphall Station (2014), Stoneyburn (2015) and Kinneil (2016). It was hoped 

that this information, which will be updated at all future AGMs, will help Clubs prepare well for the tasks of the posts 

of Vice-President and, subsequently, President.   

 

SECRETARY: As Mark Wilson (Armadale) had intimated that he was retiring after a 14 years spell with the 

Association he was not therefore seeking re-election as Secretary. As there were no volunteers or nominations for the 

position it was now up to the Management Committee to decide the best way forward at their first post AGM meeting.  

 

TREASURER: As Ron Erskine (Winchburgh) had also stated that he was retiring from his post as Association 

Treasurer after 16 years in that job he was not seeking re-election as Treasurer. As there were no volunteers or 

nominations for the position it was as, with the Secretary situation, now up to the Management Committee to decide a 

way forward. 

 

SPONSORSHIP CONVENER: Gary Smith (Linlithgow) was unanimously elected as Sponsorship Convener for 

2011. 

 

7. AUDITORS 
 

 G Smith (Linlithgow) proposed and A Aitchison (Bathgate) seconded that “The A9 Partnership Limited” be re-

elected as Association Auditors. This was endorsed unanimously.  

 

8. EXPENSES 
 

The Management Committee’s recommendation that expenses to Secretary, Treasurer and Sponsorship Convener 

should remain at £500 (Secretary), £250 (Treasurer) and £250 (Sponsorship Convener) had been communicated to 

Clubs with the AGM agenda. The Management Committee’s recommendation was unanimously approved on the 

proposal of E Campbell (Watson Memorial), seconded by R Mutter (Spring Grove).  

 

9. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

On the proposal of G White (Seafield), seconded by J McKinna (Mid Calder), the Management Committee’s 

recommendation of a £10 increase in the Annual Basic Fee with no change in any of the other fees for year 2011 

(communicated to Clubs with AGM agenda) was adopted unanimously as follows:-  Basic fee-£110; Livingston Trophy 

fee-£5; Capitation fee-30p a member; John Dickson-£5; Seniors’ Top Ten-£10; and, Masters Programme Levy-£15. 

 

 10. SPONSORSHIP  
 

In the absence of a Sponsorship Convener Mark Wilson provided a detailed report of the Association’s sponsorship for 

year 2010 with a look forward to 2011 season as follows:- 

a.) WLBA “County” Champs. – no sponsor in 2010 and nothing so far for 2011; 

b.) Rosebery Cup – no sponsor for 2010 and nothing so far for 2011; 

c.) Fred Meikle Trophy for U/30s – 3 year sponsorship in place from 2010 to 2012; thanks to this anonymous 

sponsor and to T Reeder (Kirkliston) for securing this deal; 

d.) Top 10 – sponsored in 2010 by 11 White Knights all of whom donated £100 each. Mark recorded his thanks to 

the following White Knights:- G Clelland (Bellsburn), R Erskine (Wincburgh), S Grant (Broxburn), I Greer 

(Whitburn), J Learmont (Ratho), late J McKeon (Broxburn), C McLean (Oakbank), D Mairs (Uphall Station), 

S Meikle (Kirkliston), T Reeder (Kirkliston) and D Saunders (Bathgate). Pledges had not yet been sought for 

2011 season but it is hoped that all 10 will be prepared to continue in 2011. Mark asked that anyone interested 

in coming into the White Knights scheme should make it known to one of the Management Committee; 

e.) Top 5 – sponsored in 2010 for the 7
th
 successive season by the 5 “BARBQ” clubs all donating £120 each. It is 

hoped that this sponsorship will continue in 2011. Mark thanked the 5 Clubs involved i.e. Broxburn, Armadale, 

Ratho, Bankton Mains and Queensferry; 

f.) Champion of Champions – again sponsored in 2010 for the 15
th
 successive year by Matt Purdie & Sons, 

Blackburn. Mark thanked this company for their generosity and went to say that he had received a pledge that 

the sponsorship will continue in 2011; 

g.)  Seniors Single Hand Open – again sponsored in 2010 by Weslo Housing Management with a pledge 

received to continue in 2011. Thanks go to Weslo for their generosity; 



h.) West Lothian Council (WLC) Trophy – again sponsored in 2010 by WLC, as it has been for many years, but 

very doubtful for 2011. At best there might be a reduced sponsorship deal for 2011 but formal application has 

still to be made. Thanks go to WLC for their long standing sponsorship of bowling in West Lothian; 

i.) Masters – due to the absence of a Sponsorship Convener sponsorship for this tournament in 2010 was very 

much reduced. However Mark was delighted to announce that he had secured an excellent deal for 2011 and 

provided there were no operational problems in 2011 the deal would be repeated in 2012. The Company whose 

name would be used in the title of the event is “SCOTMID” thus the tournament in 2011 will be called the 

“SCOTMID WEST LOTHIAN MASTERS”.    

 

11. BOWLS SCOTLAND REPORT 

 

Bowls Scotland’s West Lothian (District 14) Secretary Gordon Logan (Kirkliston) addressed the AGM and covered the 

following points:- 

 

a.) thanked Clubs for their help in hosting 2010 SBA District Championships, in particular Deans for staging 

District Finals; 

b.) thanked Clubs for electing him for another 3 years; 

c.) mentioned that he would be installed as British Isles President on 19 March 2011; 

d.) intimated that the 2011 Home Internationals and British Isles Championships will be held at Sighthill BC, 

Edinburgh and he hoped that West Lothian will give these events their support; 

e.) appealed to ALL Clubs to pay all SBA fees by the due date of 28 February to allow him to draw up the various 

District Tournaments (17 Clubs still to pay) ; 

f.) reported that once again he was a member of the Scottish International Selection Committee alongside G 

Sneddon (Broxburn);  

g.) congratulated Armadale’s Senior Fours for reaching the Scottish final in 2010; 

h.) mentioned that a Senior Fours event would be introduced to British Isles Championships in 2013; 

i.) reported that in 2011 there wouldn’t be an Inter Counties play off in the Mixed Pairs event with the West 

Lothian winners going directly to Finals day; also that work is under way to introduce a Mixed Pairs event into 

the British Isles Championships;  

j.) asked Clubs whose greens would not be up to standard to take Scottish ties to inform him as soon as possible;  

k.) intimated that were would be 2 rule changes in 2011 viz.1.) the winner of any end must place the mat and 

deliver the jack although the winner of the toss at the 1
st
 or extra ends will continue to have the option of 

deciding whether to give the mat and jack to their opponent; and, 2.) in all games of Pairs, Triples and Fours 

the skip is responsible for the score card and will mark the card; 

l.) stated that one of the Hamilton Trophy quarter finals in 2011 would be held at Deans; and, 

m.) wished all Clubs a successful 2011 season. 

 

12. INTER ASSOCIATION TOP 10 

 

Gary Clelland, WLBA Representative on the Inter Association Top 10 Committee, reported that unfortunately no major 

sponsor of the Tournament in 2011 had yet been found. West Lothian’s qualifier this year will be Kirkliston who will be 

away to Strathmartine (Angus) in a prelim. tie on 15 May.  

 

13. THREE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MOTIONS 

 

NO. 1: “that para.29 of WLBA Constitution be amended to include the sentence (the 5
th
 sentence in the 

paragraph) – It is also permissible for a player to use bowling gear provided by a sponsor and approved by the 
Management Committee.”  Mark Wilson explained the thinking behind this change and the Motion was unanimously 

carried after being proposed by J Learmont (Ratho) and seconded by D Cavanagh (Uphall Station); 

 
NO. 2: “that unless otherwise stated in individual competition rules e.g. Livingston Trophy, teams competing in 

all WLBA Tournaments must comprise the requisite number of players e,g. Rosebery – 16, Top 10 – 10, etc.”  
Motion was carried unanimously after being proposed by J McKinna (Mid Calder) and seconded by G Smith 

(Linlithgow); and, 

 
NO. 3: “that format of Rosebery Cup be changed from a straightforward knock out competition to one played 
on a league basis with league positions being decided on Rosebery Cup match results.”  A very lively debate took 

place with a plethora of points made in favour and against. Following the debate A Aitchison (Bathgate) proposed and J 

Nicol (Queensferry) seconded that the Motion be approved. The Motion was carried by virtue of 19 Clubs out of 34 

present (Stoneyburn had left the meeting by the time of the vote) voting in favour. 

 



14. ASSOCIATION BOWLING CALENDAR 2011 

 

Proposed bowling calendar for 2011 had been issued with the agenda for the meeting. Mark Wilson mentioned one 

significant change in 2011 i.e. the Masters tournament has been put back 2 weeks to avoid Finals day clashing with 

Hamilton Trophy Final. There were no proposals from Clubs for any changes to what was planned. Mark reported that 

the following venues had been agreed by Management Committee:- Home Hamilton Trophy matches on 14 May at 

Pumpherston, 4 June at Broxburn, and 25 June at Kirkliston; home Under 25 Scottish League Cup game on 8 May at 

Linlithgow; home Matt Purdie games on 11 July at Newbridge, 25 July at Kirkliston and 8 August at Queensferry; 

Rosebery Final on 26 June at Glenmavis; Champion of Champions from 26 to 28 August at Blackburn; Weslo Open 

semis and final on 1 September at Glenmavis; and West Lothian Council Trophy Finals on 21 August at Buchan Park. 

All other WLBA Finals venues had still to be decided. The proposed diary commanded the support of all Clubs. 

    

15. NEXT MEETING 

 

The 2012 AGM will be held on Friday 24 February at 7pm in Buchan Park BC. 

 

16. VOTE OF THANKS 

 
In closing the meeting the Vice President thanked both Ewan Shearer and Raymond Simpson for their efficient conduct 

of the business of the meeting, and also Glenmavis BC for hosting the meeting in their premises. Additionally he 

thanked Clubs’ delegates for attending the AGM and wished all Clubs good luck for the 2011 season.        

 

 

 

MARK WILSON 

28 February 2011                            

 

 

 


